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wr.s massed during Gandhiji's absence in jail and was contrary
to his vievrs on social boycott discussed earlier in this chapter.
Cn his return from the Round Table Conference the Working
Comirittee modified its earlier instructions by reminding people
thciCj "Social boycott with the intention of inflicting injury on
Government officers, police or anti-nationalists should not be
undertaken and is wholly inconsistent with the spirit of
non-violence. "93
Choi disobedience is the logical conclusion, the last stage,
the most drastic form of non-co-operation. Gandhiji calls it
"a complete, effective and bloodless substitute of armed
revolt."94 The earlier stages of non-co-operation are a prepara-
tion for it. The effective use of the less drastic stages of non-co-
operation against the Government is bound to bring the
satyagrahi in conflict with the laws of the State.
Civil disobedience, being a quicker and more drastic
remedy than the other stages of non-co-operation, is fraught
with greater danger and requires to be handled much more
cautiously. "By its very nature, non-co-operation is open to
children of understanding and can be safely practised by the
masses. Civil disobedience presupposes the habit of willing
obedience to laws \vithout fear of their sanctions. It can there-
fore be practised only as a last resort and by a select few in the
first instance at any rate."95 Both these aim at paralyzing an
unjust, immoral, i.e., undemocratic Government which oppo-
ses the declared will of the people and at replacing it by a
satyagrahi system. Almost complete unanimity is necessary for
the success of non-co-operation (i.e., its stages other than civil
disobedience); while civil disobedience can neither be expected
to be, nor need be, so widespread to be effective.
Gandhiji defines civil disobedience as "the breach of un-
moral statutory enactments".96 Civil disobedience, he says,
signifies "the resister's out-lawry in a civil, i.e., non-violent
manner".96 Civil disobedience is really a synthesis of civility
and disobedience, i.e., non-violence and resistance. Resistance
to bad laws is essential for man's moral growth, while civility
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